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An Exposition or LUKE xvi. 
(Concluded from page 1953.) 


* And Abraham saith unto him, they have Moses and 
the prophets ; let them hear them.” 


The solicitude expressed by the ‘ rich man’ for 
his ‘ five brethren,’ is expressive of a benevolent de- 
sire for the happiness of others, which i!] eomports 
with the dispositions of the damned in the hell of our 
modern religionists. They represent the damn- 
ed as destitute of every principle of goodness— 
every exercise of benevolence; and their mouths 
continually vomiting blusphemies! We think this 
figure in the parable strongly illustrative of the 
effect of misfortune upon the mind of man. Ard 
these Jews who dwelt at Jerusalem, and who during 
their prosperity, were so haughty and imperious in 
their carriage towards their brethren, at Samaria, 
are no sovner plunged in misfortune and trouble, 
than the best feelings of their hearts, which had so 
long remained dormant, are called into activn, and 
a friendly solicitude takes the place of pride,distrust 
and hatred. The Jews at Samaria, although plunged 
in open idolatry through the jealousy of their king, 
who to prevent their going to Jerusalem to worship 
in the temple, made them gods, kc. were, with 
little exception, not more ignorant of their Maker, 
or raore estranged from him, than thei: brethren 
at Jerusalem. They “had Moses and the pro- 
phets.” They had all the testimonies relative to 
the Messiah, who had then come, and were alike 
inexcusable in refusing to acknowledge him. They 
were, therefore, included in the judicial sentence, 
and cast off; and remain at this day mingled in 
common and undistinguished infidelity with their 
brethren. 

“ And he said, Nay, father Abraham ; but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent.” 

This is illustrative of a strong and prominent fea- 
ture in the character of man. And although there 
are some who deny that a necessity, or even pro- 
priety ever existed, of any immediate revelation 
from God to man, there are others, and by far the 
most numerous, who demand a new and more sig- 
nal revelation from heaven, if possible, than any yet 
made to man. Why, say they, should we be called 
upon te believe the declarations of men, who have 
slumbered in dust,during the revolutions of so many 
centuries? Why not make to us, the same revela- 
tions, and the same communications, which were 
made to the prophets and apostles? Why demand 
of us,an implicit faith in traditionary testimony, 
when others have been favoured with occular de- 
monstration? We answer—the ways of God, are 
to man, dark and mysterious. And although we 
have abundant testimony in the Scriptures, to as- 
sure us that ‘ God is good to all, and his tender 
mercies over all his works;’ and that the Jews 
in Ged’s own, and the best time, will be brought in 
with the fulness of the Gentiles, still it is manifest, 
that the Gentiles, in our day, possess a superior and 
more incontestable evidence of the truth of the 
Divine testimony, from the very circumstance of 
the Jews every where being living, and unanswera- 
ble witnesses of the accomplishment and fulfilment 
of the prophecies, in their dispersion, and the cer- 
tain advent of the Saviour of the world. It is 
worthy of remark, that if infidelity consisted in 
ignorance of, in the stead of denying the truth, 
that the human race, en masse would be infidels in 
their infancy atleast. God never requires impossi- 
bilities of man. And let our sticklers for free-agen- 
cy, remember, that spiritual things are illustrated 
and explained by natural things—and let our ex- 
positors of the Scriptures, who are in the practice 
of tormenting spiritual things, until all reason and 
seiney is hunted and expelled from their exposi- 
tions, let them, too, remember, that if the evidence 
in one case, was not as plain as it is in the other, and 
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error, and receive, and reject, as evidence may au- 
thorize, the error, that he never could suffei from 
any mistakes of hisown making; and that all at- 
tempts to set him right would be useless. 

The Jews were in possession of testimony which 
they were free to acknowledge was truth. That 
testimony was, that Christ the Messiah should 
come, &c,—that he should reign over them, and de- 
liver them ;—but they, although they expected him 
at the time he did come, refused him, because he 
would not give them a temporal sovereignty over 
the world,and enable them to lord and tyrannize over 
others. And this, when all the prophecies, in which 
they pretended to believe and trust, represented 
him as a Saviour, in the stead of a destroyer, and 
that peace, and not war, was the characteristic of 
his kingdom. The Jews are not alone. How many 
in our day reject the Saviour, who comes in “ peace 
and good will to man,” and desire a destroyer, who 
will sweep, with the besom of destruction, their 
enemies to hell, and give them an exclusive domi- 
nion! How unlike the subjects, was such a King ? 
While peace, like a river, flowed in honeyed accents 
from his mouth—while persuasion distilled from 
his lips—and heaven-bern charity, to tones sweeter 
than angels sing, soothed the discordant passions 
which agitated the bosoms of his followers, and 
love, Almighty love, encircled with radiant glory 
his hallowed brow—when opening heavens’ witness- 
ed the Divinity of his mission and proclaimed his 
authority, even then, the Jews rejected this testimo- 
ny, and said, We will not have this man to reign 
over us! Let the Jews compare the prophecies 
with the advent of Christ, and the testimony is so 
incontestably strong, that reason, as well as revela- 
tion, declares, “ If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
Jrom the dead.” 

It is proper to remark, that as the grave { Hades) 
is introduced as the figure to illustrate the darkness 
of the minds of the Jews, and their blindness to 
the testimonies of all the prophecies relative to 
Christ, so the rising from the dead, is figurative of a 
release from this state of darkness; and not, as 
many suppose,a literal coming back of a person from 
the world of Spirits, and communicating to them 
thetruth. That they would not believe, though one 
literally rose from the dead, is a fact. For Christ 
rose from the dead, and was seen of above five 
hundred after his resurrection! And these very 
Jews so far from giving heed to this truth, actually 
denied that he rose at all! The rising from the 
dead, therefore, must be considered to have an ex- 
clusive reference to the deliverance of one of the 
Jews from this mental darkness; and though one 
of them should see the truth, and communicate it 
to his brethren, they would not be persuaded, for 
they reject greater testimony by refusing their 
assent to Moses (in whom they pretend to trust,) 
and to allthe prophets. This parable, therefore, 
was a prophecy of the then future state of the Jews, 
during their cast off state ; and with all the para- 
bles, was communicated by Christ to his disciples, 
that they might understand the things of his king- 
dom, and by these extra and incontestable evi- 
dences, “ grow strong in the faith, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The read- 
er, by redecting a moment,will see the force of these 
remarks. For the Jews denying that the Gentiles 
have ong nome knowledge of the Scriptures, 
would e more confidence in the testimony of 
one of their own nation, than in all the Gentiles put 
together! But they rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves; and are in consequence shut 
up in unbelief, ‘ until the fulness of the Gentiles 
shall come in, when all Israel shall be saved.’ 

Romans xi. 7—12 is illustrative of the truth, that 





the Jews shall all be restored, and received to hea- 


man under advantages to compare truth and{ ven. 


' 





Calvinists and Arminians may here read 
their discomfiture. “ What then? Israel hath not 
obtained that which he seeketh for ; but the elec- 
tion hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded; 
(according as it is written, God hath givea them the 
spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and 
ears that they should not hear) unto thisday. And 
David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a 
trap, and a stumbling-block, and a recompense unto 
them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may 
not see, and bow owe their back alway. I say 
then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation 
is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 
jealousy. Now, if the fall of them e the riches of 
the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles, how much more their fulness?’ The 
poor Calvinist, when he comes here, is in a dreadful 
condition. His doctrine of “ election and reproba- 
tion” falls in a moment, and he has no alternative, 
but to confess the truth, or run! There is not a 
Calvinist in this city, and we say it paar who 
dares come forward and test his doctrine by this 
chapter! And we tell clergymen of that persuasion 
plainly, that they themselves are sensible, that if 
their salaries were in as great danger as their doc- 
trines they would be in arms at once! This, 
lowever, is in perfect accordance with the Serip- 
tures. “ For where their treasure is, there will their 
hearts be also.” 

The apostle in the 7th verse, says, “ Israel hath 
not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the 
election hath obtained it, aud the rest were blinded.’ 
(Quere. “ All are not Israel that are of Israel.” Let 
the Calvinist tell who are Israel here!) What did 
“Jsrael seek for?” Ans. Righteousness by, and ua 
der the law! “ But the election hath obtained it, and 
the rest were blinded.” Who were the ‘ rest,’ who 
were ‘ blinded?’ Ans. The non-elect! Dispute this 
whocan! Now the 8th verse declares, that they, in 
contradistinction to the elect, have “ the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears 
that they should not hear. And David saith, &e. 
and bow down their backalway. I say then, Have 
they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid; 
but through their fall salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles, &c. Now if the fall of them be the riches 
of the world, and the diminishing of them the 
riches of the Gentiles; How much more their ful- 
ness?” Again, See 25th and 26th verses. “For I 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery (until then a secret.) lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits, that blindvess in part 
hath happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be saved; 
as it is written. There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob. For this is my covenant unto them, when 
I shall take away their sins. As concerning the 
Gospel they are enemies for your sakes; but as 
touching the election, beloved for the Fathers’ 
sakes.” 27th and 28:h verses. Here is an Universal 
and Unconditional Salvation. The “rich man in 
hell” is delwered. Here the whole plan of salva- 
tion is explained ; and explained too, in language as 
clear as the noon-day sun. “ For the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance. For as ye 
in times past have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy through their unbelief; even so 
have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mer¢y. For God hath 
concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy uponall. O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord ? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who 
hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? For of him, and through him, avd 
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to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever 
Amen. 

We conclude our exposition of this interesting | 
chapter, with the words of the apostle, (Rom. xii. 
1, 5.) “ I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies (not the threatenings) of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unte God, which is your reasovable service. (For) 
We being many are one body in Christ, and every 
ene members one of another.” 


|rooms there, is not out of sight. 
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of property by labouring for it, they will never 
thiak the people give them enough. 

“ Though, as hinted before, a number of my best 
friends are some way connected with the Missionary 
cause, | cannot think better of it than I do of the 
vid pharisaical parade. When I examine it in all 
its branches, I see a great likeness. Silly admiration 


is very prevalent. To love greetings in the markets, 


To love festivity and the chief 
To be called of 


is very obvious. 


men, Rabbi, and mingle much with the great, is 


From the Philadelphia Reformer. 
MODERN MISSIONARIES. 


[cONCLUDED.] 


“ Another bravado of the Kentucky board, was | 
the bringing a tribe of young Indians to this state | 
from Missouri, as if they could not be educated to | 
more advantage in their own village on Merrimack 
river, than in Kentucky ; and as to civilization, they | 
were surrounded by white people where they came | 
from. Lewis Rogers seems to be as civilized a 
man as those who brought him here ; and though 

approves of the plan, it adds no credit to the 
measure ; for with his old school fellows Schermer- 
horn and Mills, as named before, this Priestly policy 
is the samme.—Only get the people in the habit of 
giving their money, no matter what itis for, and 
they will continue to give it for all other purposes. 
This Ludian business is another thirsty daughter of 
the horse-leech thirsting for blood, crying, ee, 





give. 
“I did signify in the early part of this essay, 
that part of the distresses of my old age, was the 
lan now set on foot by some of the Baptists, for 
heological Education; the object of which is to 
make preachers, preachers of a certain grade, Mis- 
sionary preachers. And this produces a new clue 
for begging or teasing the people for more money, 
with this pretext, we will make more preachers for 
you, as if Jesus Christ did aot know how to make 
preachers for his own use among men. Though 
the plea is, the state of society calls for it; this is 
an old error, old as the days of Origen, and one of 
the first mediums to corrupt the religion of Jesus 
Christ. Was not the state of society, when Christ 
was on the earth, as to refinement, equal to what 
itisnow? Whatkind of men did he make choice 
of, to bear his name to all the world? He went up 
into a mountain, and called to him whom he would, 
and of them he ordained twelve apostles. After 
this he sent other seventy, and told them to pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send more labourers 
into the harvest. What Theological School did he 
apply to for any of all these ? Nothing can offer a 
greater insult to the Baptists, than to beg of them 
money, and thereby send them a new race of preach- 
ers; such as they have not been used to. By 
what kind of preachers have the Baptist society 
risen to what they now are? In Kentucky I sup- | 
ose they are 20,000 in number. From what Theo- | 
jogical School have any of their preachers come ? | 
But certain of our great men would have us think, | 
that our homespun preachers have only been con- 
verting the vulgar part of the community ; but by 
a more refined kind of preaching, the rich and wise 
will become converted. What a pity, that these 
t men cannot be of the same mind of Chirist, 
who rejoiced in spirit that these things were hid 
from the wise and prudent, and revealed unto babes; 
and with Paul, who says, not many miglity, wise 
or noble after the flesh, are called: and God de- 
lights to take the wise in their own craftiness; to 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to noth- 
ing the understanding of the prudent; which will 
be the fate of these money hunters, if [ mistake 
not; for the people will find out the trick. But 
this new style of preachers is to be educated on 
charity. hen they leave the school, they will 
of course be poor, and always be looking and hold- 
ing out hands for money. Their hands are too 
icate either to make tents, or pick up a bundle 
of sticks, to make a fire to warm themselves as 
Paul did; and of course, must be the same kind 
of rs, that all Missionaries that I 








very notorious. To make a great show of religion, 


, with a design to devour widows’ houses, is strongly 
| suspected ; a great hard heartedness respecting a 


mans’s old helpless parents, or his heirs; but great 
assiduity to obtain a corbin or gift to Missionaries ; 
half the estate is not too much. Money and power 
is the watch-word of the whole scheme ; aiming at 
lordship over God’s heritage. Fn fancy something 
is done for us when they number Israel, and give us 
a statement of all the associations. But all this is 
to show us how great they are, and what a mighty 
body of people belong to them; which claim is 
founded on the several associations agreeing to cor- 
respond with them ; the tenor of which gives them 
a free hold all over the United States where Baptists 
are found ; and that itis not unreasonable to ask 
their vassals for money wherever they find them. 
And hence their boast of 200,000 being in their 
interest both by their money and their prayers. A 
little money paid annually, for any one of five or six 
purposes, somewhat pacifies Missionaries—because 
that is an earnest of subservience to them; but 
giving much moncy being the best evidence that a 
man isa christian. Heaven is almost secured, as 
also an honorary seat in any of their councils, on 
paying 100 dollars. 

“| have expressed myself in the foregoing shects 
with all the plainness that I think one friend should 
speak to another.—Perhaps some things may ap 

ear harsh ; but I know, that for all the men that 
have brought in review, I have a sympathizing 
friendship. It is 
right, though oftheir sincerity, have strong doubt.— 
Happy should I be hereafter to find myself mistaken, 
a these men what I wish them to be, the faithful 
servants of Christ. But my great doubt concerning 
them arises, both from the Scriptures and all the 
observation and experience I have had for near fifty 
years. Far back I remember what kind of men of 
the Baptist name in Virginia, were buffeted, impri- 
soned, and counted the offscouring of all things. 1 
remember their looks, their labours and success. 
Though not willing to make myself a standard, | 
recollect that far back, the anxiety of my soul for 
the prosperty of Zion and the good of my fellow 
men, was such, that I could not rest, day nor night, 


robable they think they are doing | 


* Though He slay me, yet will I trustin Him.’ Jox 


The above declaration of the patient Job, is a 
satire upon modern Christians. Jub’s confidence 
in God, proceeded not from the spur of the mo- 
ment. His conduct was uniform. In prosperity, an 
humble gratitude testified his devotion to’ his 
Maker ;—and when adversity, clothed in all tie 
terrors of sickness, want and reproach, encompass- 
ed him, he was steady in his confidence, and up- 
moved in his hopes. Modern religionists, however, 
use a different language. They say, not “though 
he slay me”—but, if | did not think he would slay 
me, | would not trust in him! In other words :—je 
I was sure he would not slay me, 1 would not trust iy 
him—I would “follow the bent of my carnal 
heart,” and give a full vent to my passions, and “en- 
joy the gratifications of sense,” &c. This would 
come from out the mouth of a siave, smarting un- 
der the lash of a cruel master, with a good grace; 
but for any man, making pretensions to Christianity, 
it is contemptibly and hypocritically disgraceful, to 
the Jast extreme. Itis high time these Pharisaicaj 
pretenders to holiness were ashamed of this abomi- 
uable confession of their own depravity! Let them 
nv longer have the shameless impudence to charge 
others with dissemivating demoralizing and licen- 
tious principles, when they in open day unblushing- 
ly declare to the world, that all that keeps them 
from swimming in every enormity, is fear of pun- 
ishment; and that if opportunity, and impunity fa- 
voured their souls desires, they would drink the cup 
of every abomination to the very dregs !!! 

This reader, is an expose of the confessed senti- 
ments of our would-be judges. Here is a saiple of 
their purity! Here is the picture of pretended re- 
i generated men; who elaiio heaven as their inheri- 
| tance, of right, and would, were it in their power, 
| shut the Mir of bliss on others, as their inferiors in 
piety! One thing is certain-—their cnemies, if they 
| have any, could not more effectually disgrace them, 
| than they have disgraced themselves. And if they, 
on their owa confession, go to heaven without a 
change, heaven itself, will be no bar to their merg- 
ing in sin and iniquity, whenever opportunity and 
probability of inopunity should favour the indul- 
gence of passions, which, if they can be believed, 
are now not only paramount in their hearts, but 
would immediately be gratified did not a dread of 
the consequences keep them in slavish fear! 











—<> 
| “If ye Love me ye will keep my Commandments.” 


This was the declaration of Christ. “ Love is 


the fulfilling of the law.” Gratitude is, unquestiona- 


| bly, the strongest incentive to action. It is a devo- 





for years together ; and of what little moment in | tion of the soul—it is a law in the mind ; and binds 
that case money appeared to me ; so that from my the whole man fast in a chain, which, if not so hard, 
soul I could say, I seek not yours but you. In that|is at least as strong as adamant. Fear of conse- 
case, | coveted no man’s silver, gold or apparel;| quences may keep the mind in slavery; and the 





have seen, pow are. For not knowing the worth 


and perhaps to a man, this temper attended ail the 
Baptist preachers of that day. Men bound by the 
strong cords of love of money, and love of power or 
fame, are perhaps more to be pitied than blamed. 
But when men assume to themselves higher ground 
than others, they are,as a thing of course, taken more 
notice of than others. I have in taking a survey of 
those high minded men, narrated a long train of 
facts, collected, either from their own writings, 
the use of my own senses, or the report of others 
in which I confide; all of which Iam responsible 
for, if called on. My object is, if possible, to 
drive these presuming men out of Baptist Associa- 
tions , for they are crept in unawares, with no more 
right there than the false brethren of whom Paul 
speaks , for they are a motly tribe at best.—I wish 
it understood, once for all, that when I insinuate 
corruption among American Baptist Missionaries, I 
do but sparingly mean men of my own state ; for I 
only think of three in Kentucky, that I suspect, and 
I rather ascribe it to their weakness and vanity 
than to corruption—looking perhaps for a thank’e 
from these great men; or possibly they may look 
for some profits in future either in money or ap- 
plause. A well wisher of poor deluded Missionaries.” 
“JOHN TAYLOR.” 


“ Franklin County (Ken.) 4820.” 


heart, which struggles like the captive bird to free 
itself from the snare of the fowler, will sooner or 
later find an opening, and on the wings of impatience 
fly to the desired object. “ Know thyself,” is an 
important and necessary command. And we be- 
lieve no man, who is not fettered with spiritual 
pride, to that degree, that he views almost every 
| thing through a false medium, but would, were he 
to seclude himself for one hour from the delusive 
cheating of his Own pretensions, and in calm and 
sober meditation weigh his own merits in the scale 
he estimates the worth of others, find that he had 
many faults which had escaped his notice, and fail- 
ings, if not of the same quality, at least, of the 
same enormity, of his neighbours ! 

There is a propriety in thinking well of ourselves; 
and this in a qualified sense is absolutely necessa- 
ry. Ina world like this, where mankind are so 
much in the habit of disparaging one another, a 
man might, by giving too much heed to the re- 
proaches of his judges, sink, even in his own mind, 
below that level, which is necessary to preserve a 
just equilibrium between the arrogance of presump- 
tion, and the despondency of despair. The diff 
culty, however, seems to lie here ;—men are too apt 
to go toextremes. Instead of estimating things by 
their proper value, and judging from the dictates of 
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reason, they exalt a man to heaven, ang canonize | culties and absurdities which arise out of your 
him a saint, or plunge him down to hell, a devil | opinions or doctrines,and leave you to give such ex- 
incarnate. Error, is but another name for ignorance. | planations and answers as you may fee! disposed. 

And true wisdom and virtue,are the same. And ifthat| In the first place, you say man is not a free agent. 
man is wisest, who serves his God the best, it in- | Do let me ask you, how you can predicate happi- 


evitably follows, that a knowledge of his God was | ness, misery, or even accountability of such a) 


the producing cause; and that his devotion must | being ? You might as well say the wheel of a 


increase in proportion to his gratitude, and his/ clock ora mill is accountable for any defect in its 


The bare supposi- | movements, or durability, and, therefore, deserves 
tion that any man can love an object, of which he is to be punished. Here you and the Calvinists, whom 
ignorant, is preposterous and absurd. _ | you so severely condemn, agree exactly. From 

The insatiability which so strongly characteri- the dark pit of Caly inism such absurdities night be 
zes man, and marks the distinction which exists as expected, but Universalism which possesses so 
a barrier between him, and every other grade of ani- | much charity as to be willing that even its enemies 
mated nature, is a proof, not more evident than in- | should be happy, ought to be more consistent. You 
contestable, of his heavenly origin, and the insufli-. both deny the free »geney of man.—You both say 
ciency of every thing this world ean afford, toj he can do nothing. You both say that salvation is 
satisfy his immortal longing. It is« teuth, sanetion- | the arbitrary gilt of God.—They say he wili be- 
ed by every rational principie, that maa would pever | stow it only on @ part, and a small part too, of the 


gratitude with his knowledge. 


experience satiety or disgust, in the eajoyment of | 


° ; . ! 
any supposed good, did hie estimete that good ac- 


cording toits real,and not by a fictitious value. | 
And it follows as a consequence, that disappoint- 
ment musi inevitably result from every mistaken 
caleu!ation, let the object or pursuit be what it may. | 
The abundant provision whien God has made to} 


| 


human race, but you say he will infallibly bestow it 
upon all. And thus you clear him (rom some of 
the foul aspersions that they have heaped upon his 
character. 
tain part of mankind with the determination to 
render them eternally miserable —Impivus, indeed, 
is the assertion! And did the propagators of it 


For they assert that he created a cer- | 
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man itis ali the same, I say, if | could be convin- 
ced of this, it would be impossible for me, not only 
not te consider you and these Reverend Gentlemen 
as free agents, but not even as rational beings. And 
when I hear such torrents of contradictions and 
absurdities,fiow from their pulpits, | must confess I 
have sometimes been constrained to give a full 
assent to their doctrine, and of course to the con- 
sequent deduction, and immediately fancied, that 
those mighty and boisterous machines, were noth- 
ing but windmills like yourself, and the one at 
Pow les Hook. 

Should the Gentlemen, abovementioned, or any 
of their friends, think that I have treated them un- 
justly, or harshly, I must request them carefully to 
weigh my apology, which follows. If their doc- 
trine is true,—if God has foreordained every thing 
that comes to pass, then it follows, incontestably 
follows, that it was pre-ordained that I should say 
und do exactly what [have done. Therefore, no 
blame can possibly rest on me. If their doctrine 
is false, then, certainly, LT ought not to be condemn- 
ed for pointing out error, But as 1 consider my- 
self a free agent, possessed of sufficient power, to 
refrain from doing what I know to be wrong; I think 
| proper to observe,that I disclaim all intention of say- 


sustai:: man, and supply his wants, is to the temper- jonly know what they say, it would be horrible | ing even one word that should be aimed at private 
ate a blessing, without alloy. He eats and rejoices. | blaspheay.—And I cannot help congratulating you, | character, or that could purt the feelings of any per- 


' . . } 
But the glutton finds a curse in the room of a 


notwithstanding all your absurdities, that you are 


}son whatever. As to the characters of these Gen- 


blessing, and like the toad, extraets poison fro | clear of this. But as you are not a free-agent, you | tlemen whether in a social, private, or literary point 
the sweetest herbs! The mind of man is in want | deserve no credit for your opinion —Opinion ! did | of view, so far as Lam acquainted with them, they 


of food, and suffers as much from inanition, or aa 
over fulness, as the body. But with this difference, | 
that the mind can enjoy without satiety, and receive | 
without disgust, fruik ; which, were the same quan- 
tity of error received, 
gluttony, and be productive of disease aod pain 
How reasonable is it,therefore, to believe, that God 
has prohibited nothing which could be productive of 
happiness in the use? And, reasoning from these 
premisses, how certain, that if we “love Him, we, 
shall keep his commandments.” And, how ne- 
cessary the conclusion, that we must first know) 
God, before we ean love him, or willingly cons: nt } 
to be guided by Him ? 
We appeal to the conscience of the reader for} 
the truth of the foregoing premisses and conclusions, | 
and ask,—Can that man love God, who would rio- 
late his commands, if he thought he could do it 
with impuntly 2? or know God, w ho keeps bis com- | 
mandments, not from love, but from fear of pun- | 
ishment, and dread of his eternal displeasure ? | 
NO! 
«Vote —The man who confesses that he serves God | 
from fear of his vengeance, is no hypocrite! And, 
his neighbours, if wise, would put more confidence | 
in good locks and keys, than in his honest princi- | 
ples!!! Fear of the devil may increase our clergy- | 
men’s salartes, and make long-faces; but it will) 
never make one Christian ! 


‘ 














€ontroversial. | 


——____________., | 
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For the Gospel Herald. 
Mr. Epiror. 

I have read with some attention your remarks,to- | 
gether with the observations of your correspun- | 
dents, on the subject of conditional salvation, and I | 
must tell you frankly that you have not yet estab- | 
lished your side of the question to my satisfaction. 
J have in one or two instances requested some ex- 
planations of you, but received nothing which ap- 
peared to me particularly instructive or to the 
point. Iconcluded, therefore, to withdraw for a 
while, at least, and let you and your other corres- 
podents proceed without me, believing the cause of 
truth would luse nothing by my silence, es ecially 
while so many able writers were coming forward 
on the same side of the question. But having 
lately been called upon, through the medium of the 
Gospel Herald, by our friend Wm. Dean, to come 
forward again in the cause of truth, I have conelu- 
ded to make my re-appearance and endeavour to 
cast my mite into the treasury, hoping by the bless- 
ing of heaven sume good may arise outof it. 1 


re proceed to show some of the diffi- 


j 





say ?—Itis altogether improper. You have no 
opinion. You are not capable of any. And for 
this plain reason,because you are nota tree-agent.— 
it follows,therefore, inevilably follows, that you are 


would amount te mental | pething but a machine propelled by some superior | naturally flow from them. 


power. 
I was not long ago observing a large windmill on 
Jersey shore.—It made a stately appearance.—It 


! reared its mighty form aloft.—It spread abroad its | 
long and potent arms, and moved them around with | 


much energy and dignity. But notwithstanding all 
this apparent power and majesty, I could not help 
exclaiming to myself, it is nothing but a mere ma- 


| chine, after all, and is indebted for all its wondrous 


movements to the wind that gmay happen to blow 
upon it.———When I read the Gospel Herald, I 


cannot help thinkingy@hat if the Editor speaks the 


truth®in denying free-agepey, what a wonderful 
similarity there is between him and the other ma- 
chine mentioned above.—lI sce it (that is the Editor) 
stand on an eminence, raised by the Gospel He- 
rald.—I see it spread its tremendous arms abroad. 
Lhear its mighty movements.—The very ground 
seems to tremble beneath it—The machine itsel/ 
seems ready to burst with inflation and agitation.— 

lay down the paper and cannot help exclaiming 
to myself, what a wonderful mill this is!—How as- 
tonishingly it grinds.—There must be a dreadful 
wind from some quarter, to produce so much ter- 


ror, perturbation and noise.—It is a pity that it 


stands on so bleak a place, for there is danger of its 
being blown over and dashed to pieces. 

Now, Mr. Editor, you must not be offended at 
this plain treatment, for,aceording to your doctrine, 


| fam nothing but a machine, and therefore cannot | we admit. 


help it. And besides, 1 am about to make you am- 
ple amends, by placing you in very respectable com- 
pany. I shall allow you to take a seat by the side 
of the Rev. Drs. Mason, Milledoler, Romeyn, Me. 
Clay, Parkinson, Me. Clelland, Bork, and Van 
Belyer, &c. and the renowned Dr. Spring, if he 
should happen to fix upon a predestinarian seat, for 
itseems by his Election sermon, that he spends 


; much of his time in pieKing it up and kicking it 


over again. But all this is very innocent, you know, 
for according to his doctrine, and yours, too, he is 
nothing but a machine. It would, therefore, be ri- 
diculous to expect any thing better of him. All 





jcommand my high respect. But when they advance 
,error from the pulpit or the pen,! think | have a 
right to expose it. In the present case i have taken 
| their own premisses, and drawn the conclusions that 
If, therefore, they 
should be displeased, the fault is their own, and not 


/mine, TIMOTHEUS. 


To be continued. 
ANSWER. 

In reply to Timotheus’ first paragraph, it is proper 
to remark, that we shall try to give something sat- 
\isfactory this time. Whether he will be satisfied 
lis another question, and beyoud our control. 
| In his seeond paragraph, he asks, “ How ean you 

predicate happiness, misery, or even accountability 

‘of such a being ? You might «s well say the wheel 

of a clock, &e. is accountable for any defect in its 
|movements,”’ Xe. [tis probable there is a misun- 
| derstanding between us. Admit man to be a free 
agent, what do you require of him? It is prest- 
‘med to be, spiritual goodness. Now if this can be 
| proved to be beyond his reach, and above his ca- 
/pacity, you are In as great an error, as you suppose 
|Wweare. Christ says, “ No man can come to me, 
jexcept the Father who hath sent me draw him.” 
|Is man, (the free agent,) commanded or invited to 
‘come to Christ? You must acknowledge there is 
no other way of salvation, Can he come of his 
‘own will and power? When you will prove thet 
;men are commanded to come to Christ, and that 
they have the will and the power to come, in, and 
fof themselves, then, and not till then, ean you con- 
sistently contend for, what you eall, free agency. 
| That man has a power, derived from God, to aet, 
But we deny that man is free to use 

that power as be pleases. We, likewise, deny that 
} mankind, generally, in this present mode of exis- 
i tence, derive a power from God to come to Christ ; 

for if they had the power, it would be absurd to 
‘suppose they would not use it. On this head we 
|hope to be understood. If God communicated 
|power to any man, for any specific purpose, God 
| would be disappointed, and man would prevent his 
, designs from being accomplished, if that purpose 
j}was not effected! We believe that when Gid 
speaks to any mind, however dark, and says, “ Let 


there be light,” that light will irradiate that mind; 
land man be in spiritual subjection to bis Maker. 
that can be said is, that you and he are frequently | 
acted upon by contrary winds, sometimes you are | countabilily 


Relative to “ predieating happiness, misery, or ac+ 
* of man, we observe.—We believe 


blown together,and then earried off in tangents with | that the “creation of God was made subject to van- 


se rE- dust, and confusion. 

f I were to be convinced that God, hefore the 
world was created, fore-ordained whatsoever comes 
to pass,—that he predestinated the whole human 


ity not willingly, (gladly and for no good purpose 
»y God,) but by reason of him (God) who hath sub- 
jeeted the same in hope.” We do not admit this 
subjection to vanity to amount to what is ey 


race to eternal happiness, or eternal misery, or a | understood by the term misery ; for it is declared, 
part to each, for as it respects the free agency of | 


that ‘the creation shall be delivered from the bond» 


a 


ee 


a 
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age of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the the Quakers ! ‘ 
And that “the sufferings of lieve the witness of holy men, the witness of a holy | served, that we might rest on thése words, in ask- 


children of God.” 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Philotheus continues. “If we be- 


| be given you.” 


In the course of his sermon, he ob 


this present time, are not worthy to be compared God is greater; and should be prefered by us, that! ing for complete deliverance from sin. That we 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”(Rom. we might have the faith of Abraham.” In other, might ask this for ourselves, our acquaintance, and 
viii.) We deny that this deliverance from the bond- | words —If we believe the Bible, the witness of a) for all mankind. I afterwards asked him, © Sir, jj 
age of corruption is effected in any shape whatever | holy Quaker is greater, and should be prefered by us,!I pray for the salvation of all mankind, shall I re. 
by mankind ; or that their agency, call it free, or, that we might have the faith of a Quaker! If) ceive an answer to my prayer.” He replied, “ Yes, 


whatever 


matter. e contend that all men are the passive 


reciplents of God, “ as clay isin the hands of the apostles, and Abraham, testified diferent from what for all men. 


answer.—Can you prove that the —— and 


Pow please, has any thing to do with the Philotheus complains of our paraphrase, let him); you know the Apostle exhorts that supplications, 
| prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 


” 


True, said]; but will not the doc. 


potter ;” and that God will, in his own good time, | the Spirit of God revealed unto them? If you can- itrine of the Restoration follow ? After a short 


and the best time, introduce all men to holiness and 
happiness! These are our sentiments. If we are 
wrong, we should be glad were we set right 


But, | 


not, except "ig are a downright infidel, you must 
admit, that the Spirit of God, being unchangeable, 
will testify the same now, if he makes any revela- 


testimony must be produced, superior to what we | tion or communication to any man, that He testi- 
have by God's assistance,built our faith upon, before fied to Abraham and the prophets and apostles ! 
we shall lay another foundation, or attempt to) We tell Philotheus, that he ought to be ashanied 
construct another house ! of himself. That he has no testimony nor authori- 

We are free to acknowledge, that we have “no ty to produce, but his own corrupt heart and ima- 
credit for our opinion.” We have nothing but what: gination! And except hein future is honest enough 
we have received! Neither do we believe we are to confess his infidelity, and come forward in the 
capable of having a correct opinion,only so far as God true shape of a deist, or acknowledge the Scriptures 
is pleased in his Lnfinite wisdom and goodness to en- | to be a Divine revelation, and of more weight than 
lighten our mind, and instruct us. We, of our-) bis oven assertions, we shall commit his communica- 
selves,“ are not capable of any” correct opinions !| tions to the fire! Our Prospectus declares, that 
“Do noterr my beloved brethren. Every good} the Scriptures are the source alone from which 
gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and | truth isto be obtained;” not the head, or heart, of 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom | an unbelieving Quaker. Again.—* The columns 


is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
his own will begat he us, with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of first fruils of his crea- 
tures.” James i. 16.—18. 


(To be continued.) 
Note. Timotheus has brought his grist to the 


tells how it grinds! 
—=——— 


ANSWER TO PHILOTHEUS. 
( Concluded) 


* Philotheus after remarking that ‘ we are afilict- 
ed in this world,” asks, “ Does he derive pleasure 
in bond-agents being sufferers in time? If he 
does, we have reason to fear we shall suffer in eter- 
nity,” &c. See Rom. viii. 18. “ For lL reckonthat 
the sufferings of this present time, are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us.” See 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Philotheus in his fifth paragraph remark 
orator has said, all are in Christ. Mow then are 
any out of his church, or body, or house ? 
absurdities he must reconcile, not 1! We are of 
opinion, that Philotheus, if he never attempts to 
reconcile the absurdities of others, until ne effects 
a reconciliation of his own, will indeed never ren- 
der assistance to any one. It is a great pity 


Philotheus is not candid enough to see his own, as} : A 
groan, being burdened,” &c. 


well as the supposed errors of others. Now we 
see no contradiction in the Address which has oc- 
easioned him so much trouble. For, although we 
uniformly declare, thatall men are members of the 
body of Christ, their Spiritual Head, we never de- 
clare that all have a knowledge of their member- 


ship and union with him. To convince them of | 


And it is as much a truth | : - ‘ * 
| according to godliness ; he is proud, knowing noth- 


is A - y é 
“What| 2 but doting about questions and strifes of 
| words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil 


this truth, is our object. 
before, as after they believe it ! 

Philotheus in his sixth paragraph asks, 
does believing signify’? Believing, is similar to 
serving God.” Granted. For the man serves God 
when he believes Him. This, reader, is Philotheus’ 
own position, now mark his consistency. He im- 
mediately adds.—* As it is our duty to serre God 
rather than man, so itis our duty to believe God in 

ference to believing all other TRUE testimon- 
es” Reader, what do you think of this? Will 
God speak different from ‘true testimony 2 Look 
at this, —* We do well to believe the writings of the 
and apostles, who believed the teachings of 

God’s Spirit without a medium, as Abraham did ; 
but we do much better to believe the inmediate word 
or revelation of the Lord himself, whenever he 
speaks to us immediately, or in thecentr+ or bottom of 
our souls.” In other words.—It may be well enough 
to believe the Bible ; but, it is much better to believe 


* The signature of Philotheas being in one corner 
of the margin of his communication, was overlooked, 
antil too late for insertion. 








Of! 





| minds, and 
) that gain is godliness. From such withdraw thy- 
sei. 





of this paper will be open to all religious sects,” 
&e. Not to those who deny the Bible to be a revela- 
tion from God, and of less authority, than the opin- 
ions of men, who have nothing to recommend 
them but their arrogance! For we are deter- 


_mined, agreeably to the advice of an apostle, 
tw 


mill, Let him get clear of the hopper, before he} 


A heretic, after the first and second admonition, 
reject !” 
Philotheus continues. —“* How these white clothed 


(and rich Rellyans in Christ and new creatures, 2 
| Cor. v. 17. ean be accounted righteous in believing 
_ God, and yet be at the same time unrighteous and 
| the chief of sinners, I cannot comprehend.” See 

2 Cor. v 
| . . 
| know we no man after the flesh: Yea, though we 


16, 17, 18 Wherefore, henceforth 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence- 
forth know we him no more. (after the flesh.) 
Wherefore, if any man in Christ, a new creature, 
old things are passed away, behold all things are 
become new. And all things of God, whq hath 


s. “But the | reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,"&e. With 
| Paul, we know all men after the Spirit in Christ, 
Such | Teconciled unto God by Jesus Christ, and new 
creatures ; agreeably to the declaration, “ Behold, 


I make all things new.” Again,—* Ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. But we 
see not yet all things put under (reeonciled unto) 
him. But we see Jesus.” &c. Again,—“ For we 
that are in tabernacle (in this body of flesh) do 
With Paul, we are 
willing to acknowledge ourselves the ‘ chief of 
sinners.” And we give all glory to God, who 
— given us the victory, tarough our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

1. Tim. vi. “If any man teach otherwise, and 
consent not to wholesome words, the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 


surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt 
destitute of the truth, supposing 


-Vole-—The Editor in justice to the Society of 
Frieads, remarks,—that itis confidently believed 
they would reject the sentiments of Philotheus 
with abhorrence! The term Quaker, therefore, is 
used to designate those, who, under a specious 
garb cherish, and oceasionally avow sentiments, 
which are hostile tou Revelation, reason and com- 
mon sense ! 


i 


From the London Universalist’s Miscellany. 
On Sunday, April 6, 1794, being at the New 
Chapel City Road, I heard Mr. R preach 
from these words. “ Verily verily I say unto you, 
whatsoever you ask the Father in my name, it shall 


| pause, he said, “ No, what I mean by all men js, 


all men that are now alive on earth” JI asked 
further, “ if I pray fer the salvation of all men that 
are now alive, will my prayer be heard?” He said, 
* T cannot tell; only God commands us to pray for 
all men.” : 
—_——_— 
NOTICE. 
To Distant Subscribers. 

Two more Numbers completing the Ist. volurms 
of the cosPpEL HERALD, the Editor solicits the at. 
tention of Subscribers in distant towns, to the fol- 
lowing arrangement, which he respectfully requests 
them to conform to, &c. 

It is contemplated for the 2d. volume, to alter 
its form to that of Royal Octavo, 8 pages of 2 
columns each, to be printed with a new Brevier type 
(one size smaller than the present type,) and to be 
issued weekly, as usual. The price in future to be 

2, 50 perannum, payable in advance ; or on the 
reception of the T’hird Number, or $ dollars jf 
paid half yearly, at the expiration of the first six 
months, and at the completion of the volume. The 
' first Number of the 2d volume, will be forwarded 
| to the present distant Subscribers, and the Editor 
will consider all those as continuing their subscrip- 
tion for the 2d volume, who do not signify, to him, 
their intention of discontinuing their patronage, 
previous to the issuing the second number. &e. 

Itis confidently hoped, the reflection, that the 
only inducement to publishing the GospeL nEeRALp, 
is a wish to encourage and increase the present 
spirit of inquiry, which is so happily abroad in the 
world, after truth, and to aid in the establishment 
of it,—that during the present opposition, which 
exists in the mind of a great portion of our breth- 
ren, to the truth, and to a free investigation of it, 
that the Editor must be satisfied with receiving as 
a compensation for his labours, the scorn of many 
of his opponents, and, whatis no less certain, the 
pleasant reflection of having in some smal] mea- 
sure, at least so far as assisted by a kind Provi- 
dence, refuted error and established the truth, wil! 
operate among other inducements with our friends, 
in distant towns, to continue their support, at least, 
another year. 

The proposed form, of the paper for the future 
volume, will contain matter,which, were it published 
ina common octavo form, &e. (the usual shape for 
Theological periodical publications,) would make 
more than one thousand pages. 

The Editor, availing himself of this opportunity, 
tenders his most grateful acknowledgments to al! 
the Patrons of the GosreL HERALD, for their coun- 
tenance and support. And committing, in un- 
hounded confidence, their present and future welfare 
to our Beneficent Father in Heaven, commends 
them, and all our brethen, the human race, to His 
Holy keeping. 

—— 
NVOTICE. 

The GosPEL HERALD, after the present week, 
will be published at the office of Messrs. Hoyt & 
Bolmore, No. 70 Bowery. Correspondents, there- 
fore, are requested to send their communications to 
No. 70 Bowery, Office in the rear,—up stairs, and 
the ‘letter-box’ will be found immediately withiv 
the door, on entering, &c. 

To Correspondents———J.C and Q. S, are received. 
—_——_ 
NOTICE. 

Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectfully requested to call at No. 454 Pearl-Street, 
where a subscription is open, and where they can ob 





tain the Numbers from the first. 








